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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



January, 



RESOLUTIONS 

Adopted at the Mid-winter Meeting of the Board of Directors 

of the American Peace Society. 

The committee on resolutions reports that, although di- 
rected to prepare a resolution in accepting the resignation 
of Dr. Trueblood as secretary of the American Peace Soci- 
ety, the work of Dr. Trueblood had extended over a period 
of so many years, and his services were of so distinguished 
a character, that it felt that a proper resolution could not 
be prepared in the short time at its disposal, and therefore 
recommends that a special committee be appointed to per- 
form this duty, and that the resolution be presented at the 
annual meeting. 



The American Peace Society earnestly recommends to the 
President of the United States that he call a conference of 
neutral powers to consider : 

First — What steps, if any, should be taken by the neutral 
powers, acting in concert, to safeguard neutral rights and 
interests during the present war. 

Second — To consider the advisability of joint action by 
the neutral powers in extending their good offices to the 
belligerents, in accordance with Articles 3 and 27 of the 
Convention for the Pacific Settlement of International Dis- 
putes, whenever in the opinion of the conference the proper 
time for such action shall have arrived. 

Third — To determine what steps, if any, should be taken 
by the neutral powers to influence the settlement of the dif- 
ferences between the belligerent powers, at the close of hos- 
tilities, in such a way as to diminish the chances of future 
wars. 



We denounce the persistent and systematic agitation for 
an increase of armament, carried on as it is with every ex- 
ternal evidence of promotion by those interested in the ob- 
tainment of such advantages as come from war, whether 
they consist of honors or of pecuniary gains arising from 
the sale of arms, ammunition, and battleships. 

We do not favor, and we do not believe the people of this 
country, understanding it, will favor, a policy which will 
bring about the glorification and enrichment of a few who, 
in the ranks of civilization, are the non-producers, at the 
continued expense of the many who will be called on to 
support them — in short, in the pending demand for military 
increase we recognize the recrudescence of a state of mind 
not up to the level of this generation and this country. 

We declare that America cannot advance the eause of 
humanity by carrying the lamp of peace in one hand and a 
steadily rising and advancing sword in the other. We be- 
lieve that at this moment, when militarism is destroying 
itself as rapidly as it may on the continent of Europe, it is 
inopportune, illogical, and a betrayal of the higher interests 
of civilization for America to declare itself more strongly 
than heretofore on the side of force. 

We regard the militarist agitation indulged in at a mo- 
ment when we are signing peace treaties with all the im- 
portant nations of the earth as a direct impeachment of our 
own good faith in the signing of the treaties and as a decla- 
ration of suspicion of the good faith of those with whom we 
enter into new bonds. 

We insist that this increase of the army and navy at this 
time, so far from being in the interest of peace, is a direct 
threat to the well-being of other nations with whom we have 
dealings — an imputation of doubt of their good faith, and 
calculated to compel them in turn to increase their armies, 
and in consequence to involve us in an ever-intensifying race 
for military supremacy. 

We affirm that the greatest step which may be taken to 
insure peace as between ourselves and other nations is not 
to be found in an augmentation of armament, but to be 
found in a course of exact justice pursued toward all the 
world, irrespective of consequences to ourselves. 

We maintain that notably in the instance of America, the 
only purpose for which a standing army or navy can be 
justified is that of national defense, and that the small need 
of either in our instance lies in our secure territorial posi- 
tion and our national solidarity. 

We deprecate the fact that any public man should be dis- 
posed for any purpose, whether of interest or misguided 



patriotism, to excite the fears of the timid who flee when 
none are pursuing, or by any physical possibility could 
pursue. 

We call the attention of the people of this country to the 
fact that the addition of every thousand men to our army 
or navy means an additional national tax of one million dol- 
lars per year, and this it is proposed to make at a time 
when no public danger demands it, and when millions of 
our people are in a condition of financial distress. 



"GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND ON EARTH 
PEACE AMONG MEN." 

By Howell Merriman Haydn. 

So sang the angels when the Gift came down, 
In tranquil faith that earth would be as heav'n, 
Nor doubting the sweet power of that leav'n 

To turn men's hearts from lust of war-won crown ; 

And when the Gift attain'd its full renown, 
The call to peace in radiant words was giv'n, 
While self-forgetting love taught men of heav'n, 

The cross-blest pathway to a fadeless crown. 

Alas! the angels' faith is waiting still, 
The birth-song of the Gift sounds faint and far, 

The cross of love seems thrust in scorn away. 

Dear Christ, why tarries yet Thy peaceful sway? 
Arise, arise, Thou bright and morning Star, 

Bring in the day of God's divine good will ! 



In the Face of War. 

A Christmas Meditation. 
By Charles F. Dole. 

Gloom is over the earth. Armies have drenched the 
fields with blood; homes are in ruins; women and chil- 
dren suffer famine. Where the beautiful mountains 
stand the darkness lowers. Who can carry glad hearts 
or smiles in the face of the storm ? 

But all that made the storm was here before. We 
knew that the world is on its costly road upward. We 
knew the ocean of barbarism behind us. We knew that 
anger, suspicion, misunderstanding, envy, arrogance, 
jealousy, selfishness, lie still untamed in a myriad hearts. 
We had seen the monster ships built to devour one an- 
other. We had seen soldiers practicing to fight and 
kill. There were plenty of signs of the coming storm. 
The clouds were over the tops of the mountains. 

The mountains are standing unharmed. The same 
sky is over us, blue in the infinite depths. The light 
has never ceased. What great spiritual reality is not 
coming into view, clearer than ever? Loyalty, devo- 
tion, sympathy, heroism, gleaming out of a multitude of 
humble lives, faith in justice and right, more fervent 
than ever, lift themselves above the gloom. There is 
serenity, wisdom, and confidence foretelling better days. 
There are happy homes and brave hearts solemnly glad 
in the grand gift of love. There is light in the eyes of 
the children. 

Whose heait has grown smaller in the presence of 
sorrow? Who desires to run away from his post or 
have no share in the burdens that all are set to lift? 
Who resists the flood of generous impulse that pours 
through the world ? 

The noble memories are with us ever. Saints and 



